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internalisation of external costs. An 
early meeting with newly-appointed 
Transport Commissioner Antonio 
Tajani is also high up the agenda.

All this activity, says Depledge, deals 

essentially with strategic and market 
structure issues as EPTO is generally 
not involved in technical matters. Top-
ics such as passenger rights would fall 
within EPTO’s ambit, but rail vehicle 
standardisation would not, he ex-
plains. Of particular concern to EPTO 
members is the need to ensure that 
any new projects that set standards are 
open and transparent so that there is 
no distortion of competition.

‘We focus on the issues 
that really matter’
Jan Moellmann  Secretary General, European Passenger Transport Operators

Looking ahead to 2010 when in-
ternational rail services are opened 
up to competition, EPTO has no 
official view on what will happen, 
but Depledge expects the market 
to adapt. ‘EPTO will have a role as 
long as the European institutions 
have an interest in transport — and 
that is always going to be a big is-
sue. Our intention is to retain our 
tight focus with a strong commit-
ment to liberalisation of transport 
and a belief in what the private sec-
tor can provide. If you asked me 
what I would put on my Christmas 
wish list for the European Commis-
sion, I would say “remember that 
we can help deliver your transport 
objectives, and please don’t make 
life any more difficult for transport 
operators”.’

Depledge believes that EPTO has 
until recently been ‘a reactive organ-
isation, but I think we are increas-
ingly proactive in setting out ways in 
which we can encourage and foster 
the liberalisation of public transport.’ 
EPTO is using a variety of ways to do 
this, one of which will be a proposed 
workshop for stakeholders from the 
European institutions, which is ex-
pected to be held in Brussels at the 
end of this year.  l

In December 2007, Veolia Transportation introduced a fleet of Stadler diesel 
railcars for its services from Roermond to Nijmegen in the Netherlands.




